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the world, and the crowd that flocked to see Madame
des Ursins was greater than ever; but under various
pretences she shut herself up and would see only a few
intimate friends, foremost among which were Madame
de Saint-Simon and myself. Whilst triumphant be-
yond all her hopes in Paris, she was at work in Spain,
and with equal success. Rivas, who had drawn up the
will of the late King Charles IL, was disgraced, and
never afterwards rose to favour. The Due de Gram-
mont, our ambassador at Madrid, was so overwhelmed
with annoyance, that he asked for his recall Amelot,
whom Madame des Ursins favoured, was appointed in
his place, and many who had been disgraced were re-
instated in office; everything was ordered according
to her wishes.

We returned to Marly, where many balls took place.
It need not be doubted that Madame des Ursins was
among the invited. Apartments were given her, and
nothing could equal the triumphant air with which
she took possession of them, the continual attentions
of the King to her, as though she were some little for-
eign queen just arrived at his Court, or the majestic
fashion in which she received them, mingled with grace
and respectful politeness, then almost out of date, and
which recalled the stately old dames of the Queen-
mother. She never came without the King, who ap-
peared to be completely occupied with her, talking
with her, pointing out objects for her inspection, seek-
ing her opinion and her approbation with an air of
gallantry, even of flattery, which never ceased. The
frequent private conversations that she had with him
in the apartment of Madame de Maintenon, and which